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H IGH points in the successful career 
of I. T. Quinn, Alabama commission¬ 
er of game and fisheries, was attractively 
set forth by Clint Bonner in an illustrated 
page of the Birmingham News-Age Herald’s 
feature section on February 25. 

“Mr. Quinn is a native of Belgreen, Ala¬ 
bama, being born there in 1887. He at¬ 
tended public school there and at the Sixth 
District Agricultural School at Hamilton. 
In 1913 he graduated at the Alabama Poly¬ 
technic Institute with the B.S. degree. 

He participated in the state-wide ora¬ 
torical and won the Cox Medal while rep¬ 
resenting Alabama Polytechnic Institute in 
the Southern Inter-Collegiate Contest. 

“After finishing at Auburn, he became 
principal of the Clark County High School 
and in 1914-15 he held the same office 
at the Lee County High School. 

“Mr. Quinn was identified with the ag¬ 
ricultural extension work in Montgomery 
County from 1915 until 1918. The follow¬ 
ing two years he was supervisor of the di¬ 
vision of fertilizers with the State Depart¬ 
ment of Agriculture. 

“He was director of county agents for 
the Alabama Extension Service, division 
of North Alabama, prior to his being 
appointed to his present position. In 
1930 he was re-elected conservation com¬ 
missioner without opposition. 

He has been officially affiliated with 
numerous national committees and asso¬ 
ciations in connection with his work. 

“Under Mr. Quinn’s supervision Ala¬ 
bama streams and forests are constantly 
patrolled in the conservation of the fish 
and animal life of the State.” 


THE AUBURN ALUMNUS 


PUBLISHED FOUR TIMES A YEAR IN NOVEMBER, FEBRUARY, APRIL, AND 
JUNE BY THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION OF THE ALABAMA 
POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE, AUBURN. ALABAMA 
SUBSCRIPTION PRICE, $2. 


Life membership including all publications $100, sustaining mem¬ 
bership and subscription to the Alumnus $10, annual dues in¬ 
cluding the Alumnus $5. 

Entered as second-class matter October 11, 1927, at the post office 
at Auburn, ^Alabama, under the act of March 3, 1879. 


VOLUME XV FEBRUARY-MARCH, 1934 NUMBER 2 


TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Striking Similarities in Careers of F. D. R., Washington, and 

Lincoln Explained by Prof. A. W. Reynolds _ 2 

Meet the New Coach—Jack Meagher _ 3 

Meagher Lauded by Coaching Fraternity _ 4 

College Heads Honored by Board of Trustees __ 5 

An Eminent New York Alumnus (William S. Dowdell) _6 

Bullard Scores Peace Parleys _ 7 

College and Town Saddened at Death of Professor Killebrew_ 8 


THE AUBURN ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

OFFICERS 1933-34 

Officers: President, Dr. George E. Blue, Montgomery, Ala. 

Vice-Presidents, Alabama: First District, Judge Francis W. Hare, Monroeville, 
Ala.; Second District, Ed. Leach, Montgomery, Ala.; Third District, John V. Den¬ 
son, Opelika, Ala.; Third District, C. L. Hare, Faculty Member, Auburn, Ala.; 
Third District, S. L. Toomer, Additional Member, Auburn, Ala.; Third District, 
J. A. Walker, Additional Member, Opelika, Ala.; Fourth District, Walker Reynolds, 
Anniston, Ala.; Fifth District, Judge F. Lloyd Tate, Wetumpka, Ala.; Sixth District, 
B. B. Barnes, Jr., Eutaw, Ala.; Seventh District, Joe R. McClesky, Gadsden, Ala.; 
Eighth District, A. J. Harris, Jr., Decatur, Ala.; Ninth District, J. L. Liles, Bir¬ 
mingham, Ala.; Tenth District, J. C. Ford, Fayette, Ala. 

Vice-Presidents, State at Large: C. A. Jones, Evergreen, Ala. 

Vice-Presidents, Other States: M. S. Sloan, New York; O. E. Edwards, New 
York; Lee Ashcraft, Atlanta, Ga.; Judge F. C. Dillard, Sherman, Tex. 

Executive Committee: C. L. Hare, Chairman, Auburn, Ala.; S. L. Toomer, Au¬ 
burn, Ala.; Josiah Flournoy, Columbus, Ga.; B. H. Crenshaw, Auburn, Ala.; P. O. 
Davis, Auburn, Ala.; John V. Denson, Opelika, Ala. 

Athletic Advisory Committee: Walker Reynolds, Chairman, Anniston, Ala.; John 
P. Illges, Columbus, Ga.; Maurice Bloch, Selma, Ala.; Emmett Sizemore, Auburn, 
Ala.; John E. Davis, Birmingham, Ala. 

Advisory Committee on Cooperative Relationship with the Administration of the 
College: Judge Wm. H. Samford, Chairman, Montgomery, Ala.; C. W. Ashcraft, 
Florence, Ala.; Walter E. Henley, Birmingham, Ala.; George Oliver Dickey, Ever¬ 
green, Ala.; Douglas Taylor, Huntsville, Ala.; Lee Ashcraft, Atlanta, Ga. 



















2 


THE AUBURN ALUMNUS 


Striking Similarities in Careers of 
F. D. R., Washington, and Lincoln 
Explained By Prof. A. W. Reynolds 


D R. A. W. REYNOLDS, professor 
of history at the Alabama Poly¬ 
technic Institute, has found striking 
co-incidences in the careers and re¬ 
markable similarities in the achieve¬ 
ments of George Washington, Abra¬ 
ham Lincoln, and Franklin D. Roose¬ 
velt. 

He observes, first, that these 
“three great Americans” served as 
president during the three greatest 
crises yet experienced by the United 
States. The second of these three 
crises came 72 years after the first 
and the third came 72 years after 
the second, thereby occurring in 
cycles, about which economists have 
had much to say concerning economic 
conditions and changes. 

Washington—a true man of des¬ 
tiny—became president at the for¬ 
mative period in 1789 when many 
felt that the new republic might not 
survive. Lincoln became president 
in 1861 when Civil War clouds were 
hovering low over the nation, and 
Franklin D. Roosevelt became presi¬ 
dent in 1933 when the nation was at 
the bottom of the greatest economic 
depression ever experienced. 

“Each in his own turn,” said Dr. 
Reynolds, “has been the saviour of 
his country and each has found it 
indispensable to resort to strong 
measures in order to effect the res¬ 
cue—Washington, a strongly cen¬ 
tralized government; Lincoln, mar¬ 
tial law; and Roosevelt, emergency 
powers. Who will be the Man of 
Destiny in the year 2005 and how 
many of us will be present? 

“Not only have these outstanding 
Americans, as indicated, been great 
statesmen serving their country most 
loyally and most ably in the dark 
hour of need but they have been also 
ardent nationalists, representative of 
the nation as a whole rather than of 
the South, West, or East. All three 
have encouraged a system of internal 
improvements in order to bind the 
national fabric more closely together. 

“Washington looked prophetical¬ 
ly across the Alleghanies to the Mis¬ 
sissippi west; Lincoln deplored the 
disintegrating tendencies of his day 
and welded this country into ‘an in¬ 


dissoluble Union of indestructible 
States’; Roosevelt’s ‘New Deal’ has 
been an herculean effort to again 
put our national house in order, with¬ 
out especial regard for sectional or 
party influence and with the ‘good 
neighbor’ attitude toward the rest of 
the world. 

“All three of these Presidents have 
been conspicuous idealists and hu¬ 
manitarians. Washington, born an 
aristocrat, remained essentially an 
aristocrat but he was pained at the 
existence of slavery and recognized 
it as necessary evil; Lincoln, born in 
a log cabin, a man of the masses, be¬ 
lieving in ‘government of the people, 
by the people, and for the people,’ 
was the ‘Great Emancipator’ and the 
sincere friend of the South; Roose¬ 
velt, a born aristocrat, has been a 
life-long democrat, the friend of both 
the forgotten man and the forgot¬ 
ten woman, and has emancipated 
‘white slavery’ in the form of the 
sweat-shop and child labor. 

“All three have been great lead¬ 
ers of men and, with some exceptions, 
excellent judges of men; all are great 
inspirations to the youth of the land. 
Surrounded by able colleagues, each 
has enjoyed unusual popularity and 
esteem, both at home and abroad. 

“Washington, a poor speaker, ab¬ 
horred the factiousness of his day and 
deplored the rise of political parties; 
Lincoln arid Roosevelt, able speakers, 
patient listeners and adroit politi¬ 
cians, relished a ‘good fight.’ The 
Presidency was literally thrust upon 
Washington. Although he could have 
been King, he preferred the retire¬ 
ment of Mount Vernon. Lincoln and 
Roosevelt, however, had the Presi¬ 
dency in their mind’s eye, conscious¬ 
ly and painstakingly mounting the 
Presidential ladder despite seemingly 
insurmountable obstacles. 

“It is a striking fact that the three 
of these great American Presidents 
have had their Presidential terms cut 
short. Washington was not inaugu¬ 
rated until April 30, 1789; Lincoln 
was assassinated; and Roosevelt’s 
first term will expire January 20, 
1937, due to the passage of the 20th 
(‘Lame-Duck’) Amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States. 



A LABAMA is greatly indebted to 
Dr. Edward Ashbury O’Neal. As 
president of the American Farm Bu¬ 
reau Federation he has wielded an 
important influence in preventing the 
proposed reduction of 25 per cent in 
Federal appropriations to land grant 
colleges. President Roosevelt issued 
last Summer an executive order to 
this effect. The senate failed, how¬ 
ever, to approve it and it was post¬ 
poned until the new congress con¬ 
vened. 

In the meantime Dr. O’Neal, as the 
national champion of land grant col¬ 
leges, became active. He assembled 
the representatives of other organi¬ 
zations and those interested and pre¬ 
sented the case upon its merits to 
President Roosevelt who revoked this 
portion of his executive order. 

Had the order gone into effect it 
would have reduced annually the 
funds coming to the Alabama Poly¬ 
technic Institute by $150,000. This 
includes all divisions of the institu¬ 
tion each one of which would have 
been affected by it. 

The people of Alabama—Auburn 
in particular—have a peculiar inter¬ 
est in Dr. O’Neal because he is an 
Alabamian. His old home is at Flor¬ 
ence where he owns a large farm. 
He was actively engaged in farming 
until he entered upon Farm Bureau 
work. 

Dr. O’Neal was a farmer by choice, 
preferring it to the practice of law 
for which he had been trained at 
Washington and Lee. He holds the 
honorary degree of doctor of agri¬ 
culture from Auburn. 

We can never repay him for what 
he has done. We can express grate^ 
ful appreciation. This we are de¬ 
lighted to do. 

The Auburn Executive Council 
adopted at a recent meeting a reso¬ 
lution of thanks to Dr. O’Neal.—The 
Plainsman. 

r ---\ 

1934 FOOTBALL SCHEDULE 

Sept. 21—Birmingham - Southern i n 
Montgomery. 

Sept. 29-—Oglethorpe in Auburn. 

Oct. 6—Tulane in New Orleans. 

Oct. 13—L. S. U. in Baton Rouge. 

Oct. 20—Vanderbilt in Nashville. 

Oct. 27—Kentucky in Lexington. 

Nov. 3—Duke in Birmingham. 

Nov. 10—Tech in Atlanta. 

Nov. 17—Florida in Montgomery 
Nov. 24—Georgia in Columbus. 
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Meet the New Coach—Jack Meagher 


J OHN F. (JACK) MEAGHER, 
former coach of Rice Institute 
in Houston, Texas, is Auburn’s 
new head coach and athletic director 
to succeed Chet Wynne who became 
coach at the University of Kentucky 
on January 1. 

Soon after his arrival in Auburn 
during the early days of February, 
Coach Meagher issued the call for 
Spring football practice and on the 
last two Saturday afternoons (March 
10 and 17) there have been large 
gatherings of students, faculty, and 
a number of alumni on Drake field 
to witness the varsity scrimmages. 
Despite the graduation cf most of the 
1933 regulars next May, indications 
are that Coach Meagher will have a 
highly creditable Auburn team next 
fall. 

With a “cheering demonstration,” 
students and townspeople gathered 
around a huge bon-fire to greet Coach 
Meagher at the get-acquainted mass 
meeting on the evening of Febru¬ 
ary 14 between Rcss Chemical Lab¬ 
oratory and Ramsay Hall. This meet¬ 
ing proved to be one of the largest 
ever witnessed in the history of the 
school. The plans for this demon¬ 
stration were sponsored by Omicron 
Delta Kappa and under the super¬ 
vision of Head Cheerleader Ed Pre¬ 
witt, of Mobile. 

Preceding the meeting, the band, 
in full uniform and followed by a 
cheering body of students, paraded 
through the business section of town. 
The parade terminated at the bon¬ 
fire, and the band formed on the 
steps of the Laboratory where they 
augmented the cheers and yells with 
several numbers. 

Cheerleader Prewitt, acting as mas¬ 
ter of ceremonies, introduced the 
speakers—Drs. L. N. Duncan and J. 
J. Wilmore, Coach Jack Meagher, Mr. 
P. 0. Davis, and Mike Welch, captain- 
elect of the 1934 football team. In 
introducing Dr. Duncan, Prewitt 
said, “He is one who is often heard 
of, but seldom seen, because he is 
always out doing something for Au¬ 
burn.” 

Dr. Duncan introduced Coach 
Meagher by giving a brief resume of 
the prominence of athletics at Au¬ 


burn and of the Administrative Com¬ 
mittee’s task in selecting the right 
man to be coach. He stated that, ac¬ 
cording to Meagher’s history as a 
football coach, he felt sure that he 
was the type of man “to carry for¬ 
ward the traditicns of the school and 
build men who are real men as well 
as football players—to be a compan¬ 
ion and associate for young men.” 

In reply Coach Meagher said, “I 
greatly appreciate this display of the 
Auburn Spirit of which I have heard 
so much. I have found that the 
spirit and enthusiasm here at Auburn 
are second to none in the United 
States. In taking up my duties here, 

I will attempt to follow in the foot¬ 
steps of my predecessors, Coaches 
Wynne and Kiley. Auburn faces a dif¬ 
ficult schedule during the ccming 
year, but I believe that the men cn 
the squad are of such character and 
ability as to welcome such a schedule 
as an opportunity to show what they 
are really made of.” 

Mr. P. O. Davis followed Coach 
Meagher with the “football menu” 
for next fall. He gave a brief his¬ 
tory of previous contests with some 
of Auburn’s outstanding opponents. 
Dr. Wilmore eulogized the “Auburn 
spirit” and said that every coopera¬ 
tion of the student body would be 
needed during the difficult schedule 
next year. Captain-Elect Mike Welch 
closed his remarks by saying, “if we 
don’t win every game next year it 
will not be because we do not believe 
in Auburn and our newly elected 
coach.” 

Coach Meagher first broke into the 
limelight as an outstanding end on 
the Notre Dame team during the 
years of 1915-1917 and later played 
one year of professional football. 
During the war he distinguished him¬ 
self in the eyes of the nation by serv¬ 
ing in the Marine Corps, and con¬ 
tinued in the service until 1921, at 
which time he took over the coach¬ 
ing assignment at St. Edwards Uni¬ 
versity in Austin, Texas. Here he 
remained for eight years before he 
received a call from Rice Institute. 

When Coach Meagher went to Rice, 
that school had not won a conference 
game in five years, and he immediate¬ 


ly undertook the task of reestablish¬ 
ing football as an institution. The 
results which he accomplished were 
little short of miraculous, especially 
since during his first year only twen¬ 
ty-two men turned out for footbaT 
and over half of these had never 
played before. 

Coach Meagher’s composite coach¬ 
ing record shows ninety-fouT* victories 
against forty-five defeats during the 
twelve years that he has spent as a 
college coach; and it is significant 
that a large number of the defeats 
chalked against him were by one- 
point margins. At St. Edwards he 
won sixty-eight games and lost twen¬ 
ty-one, while at Rice he won twenty- 
six and lost twenty-four. His record 
of three wins against seven losses for 
the last season may be attributed to 
the fact that a large number of his 
best players were declared ineligible 
for failure to comply with scholastic 
requirements. It is also of interest 
to note that until he began coaching 
at Rice, that school had never won 
a game from the University of Texas 
or Texas A. & M. 

1934 Squad 

Men from last year’s varsity foot¬ 
ball squad who have reported for 
Spring practice are: Ends—Alter¬ 
nate-Captain Fenton, Kemp, Hill, and 
West; tackles—H. Paterson, Morris, 
and Tolve; guards—Captain Welch, 
Huston, Watson, Levi, and Landers; 
centers—Black, Musgrove, and Mc¬ 
Millan; quarterbacks—Brown, Hoop¬ 
er, and D. Paterson; halfbacks— 
Wright, Blake, and Clark; fullbacks 
—Whiten and Vickery. 

The following members of the 1933 
victorious frosh eleven have also re¬ 
ported: Ends—Roton, Henderson, 

Cone, Williams, Wright, Walters, 
Eves; tackles—McGehee, Loftin, 
Rogers, Strange, and Little; guards 
—McCrosky, Yarbrough, McAllister, 
Gilam, and Turner; centers—Gantt, 
Gilbert, and Clark; quarterbacks— 
Scarbrough, and Stewart; halfbacks 
—Scott, Karam, Mitchell, Tipper, 
McElroy, and Huie; fullback—Kil¬ 
gore. 
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Meagher Lauded by 

Favorable comments from out¬ 
standing athletic authorities in Amer¬ 
ica were received by the Auburn ad¬ 
ministrative committee, composed of 
Doctors J. J. Wilmore, chairman; L. 
N. Duncan and B. H. Crenshaw, on 
the ability and character of Jack 
Meagher (pronounced Marr), who 
has been appointed to guide the 
Tigers football destinies through 
August 31, 1936. 

A few of the comments are as fol¬ 
lows: Clark D. Shaughnessy, head 
coach, Chicago University: “He is one 
of two best Notre Dame style coaches 
in the country; other being Gus Do- 
rias, Detroit University. His splen¬ 
did character, knowledge of South¬ 
ern boys, ability to teach, make him 
ideal. Given typical Auburn support 
he would be an outstanding success. 

Another high authority said: “Jack 
Meagher is first class football coach, 
high type gentleman; a Knute Rockne 
favorite; uses his system. Auburn 
will be fortunate to secure his ser¬ 
vices.” 

Harry Viner, Southwest Football 
Officials Association: “In my humble 
opinion Jack Meagher is one of the 
outstanding young football coaches 
of Texas. He is a close student of 
football, and not only knows the 
game himself but is able to impart 
his knowledge to others. Through 
my connection as a football official 
I have had the opportunity of talking 
to a number of coaches throughout 
the conference and every coach who 
has ever played against Jack respects 
his ability as a coach and admires 
him as a high class gentleman of the 
highest type. Jack has the qualifi¬ 
cations of a football coach and is a 
man who, I believe, would be an as¬ 
set to any institution. He is a fine, 
high type gentleman, and turns out 
the right kind of boys.” 

Biff Jones, head coach, L. S. U.: 
“I played against Jack in 1916 and 
have followed his work ever since. I 
consider him a coach of great ability 
with the technical knowledge of the 
game and the personality to put it 
over with the boys.” 

C. W. Cawthon, head coach, Texas 
Technology College: “Mr. Meagher 
has the ability to get along with 
everybody, is a high type man, splen¬ 
did coach, good mixer, knows how to 
get the most out of players and will 
make good on any job. There is no 
better coach anywhere than Meagher. 
He has never had a bad season. He 
will pull your faculty together and 


Coaching Fraternity 

will develop teams that you will be 
proud of. He absolutely has no habits 
that are in any way bad and will 
distract from his usefulness with 
your institution.” 

Henry Frank, coach football cham¬ 
pions, Greenville, Texas: “Meagher’s 
teams have always played colorful 
football and were the first to ini¬ 
tiate snappy and colorful uniforms. 
He has been the pioneer and leader 
and the result is that his teams have 
always been the best drawing card 
and played to the largest crowds. In 
my humble opinion, Mr. Meagher’s 
contribution to Southwest can only 
be rivaled by Coach D. X. Bible, 
head coach, Nebraska. He is a mas¬ 
ter, a hard and diligent worker and 
always loyal to the interest of those 
with whom he is associated. I can 
assure you that he will give Auburn 
a great athletic administration. The 
boys will be trained as any man would 
like for his to be trained.” 

Charles Bachman, head coach, 
Michigan State: “Jack Meagher has 
all of the qualifications of a coach, 
as he is a coach with the ability to 
impart football knowledge to his 
players, is a man who can get out 
and meet the alumni in order to keep 
alive their interest in the school, is 
a man who cooperates with other 
members of the department and is 
one who has a sane view on the place 
that football has in the educational 
program.” 

F. A. Schmidt, head coach, Texas 
Christian University: “He is a dis¬ 
ciple of the Notre Dame system and 
I believe has had more power and 
deception in his teams than any other 
Notre Dame style team we have met.” 

James Phelan, head coach, Univer¬ 
sity of Washington: “I have been in¬ 
timately acquainted with Jack Meag¬ 
her over a period of 25 years. He is 
a progressive and ‘heads up’ football 
coach who is able to take care of 
himself on the campus and on the 
athletic field.” 

H. L. Bell, member outdoor sports 
committee, Rice Institute: “Mr. 
Meagher has brought up the Rice 
team until it is a credit to the in¬ 
stitution and respected by all the 
teams which it plays. He is a gen¬ 
uine gentleman, a fine leader of boys 
and a real football coach, who knows 
how to teach the fundamentals of 
football and apply them.” 

Hunk Anderson, head coach, North 
Carolina State: “I have known Jack 
for some 15 years and he is one of 


the highest type men we have out 
coaching from the University of 
Notre Dame.” 

Rip Miller, head coach, U. S. Naval 
Academy: “I am not alone in believ¬ 
ing that Jack Meagher is one of the 
outstanding football coaches of the 
present day, both from the stand¬ 
point of the knowledge of the game 
and the fact that he possesses a most 
outstanding character and personality 
which will get him a long way, no 
matter what endeavor he may un¬ 
dertake. He is a very outstanding 
character.” 

Lloyd Gregory, sports editor, Hous¬ 
ton Post: “In 15 years I have written 
Southwest Conference football I 
never have seen a more capable foot¬ 
ball coach than Jack Meagher or 
known a football coach with higher 
ideals.” 

A. Y. McCallum, head coach, Tex¬ 
as A. and M.: “Jack has more friends 
in Texas among college and high 
school coaches than any other man. 
He is the best man ever to coach in 
Texas with the possible exception of 
D. X. Bible, head coach, Nebraska 
University.” 

Jesse C. Harper, former athletic 
director Notre Dame: “Jack Meagher 
is one of the very outstanding Notre 
Dame coaches. His record speaks for 
itself. I have never known a more 
popular man. Without doubt he was 
the most popular coach in Texas, and 
he has been there a good many 
years. He has wonderful influence 
over his players and they are loyal 
to him. He is the kind of man every 
father would be delighted to have 
his son play under.” 


BOBO IS COACHING 

’34 BASEBALL TEAM 

Herschell Bobo, pilot of many pen¬ 
nant-winning teams in minor South¬ 
ern leagues, has taken over the coach¬ 
ing of Auburn’s baseball team this 
Spring. His contract is for the pres¬ 
ent season. 

The new Auburn baseball coach 
was manager of the Jackson, Miss., 
team last Summer, and was previous¬ 
ly prominent as manager of various 
clubs in the old Cotton States League. 
He formerly played with the Memphis 
Chicks. 

Mr. Bobo is a graduate of Missis¬ 
sippi State College, where he starred 
in football and baseball before going 
to Mississippi State Teachers College 
as athletic director. 
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Governor Miller (left) and the three members of Auburn’s Administrative Committee upon whom the Gov¬ 
ernor bestowed honorary Doctor of Law degrees from the Alabama Polytechnic Institute, in Langdon Hall on 
January 25. Committee members shown above, left to right, are Doctors John J. Wilmore, L. N. Duncan, and 

B. H. Crenshaw. 


College Heads Honored by Board of Trustees 

—____ j 


T HIS is the highest honor which 
the Alabama Polytechnic Insti¬ 
tute can bestow upon you,” said Gov¬ 
ernor B. M. Miller, on January 25, in 
Langdon Hall, when he, as president 
of the Board of Trustees, conferred 
honorary Doctor of Law degrees up¬ 
on the three members of the insti¬ 
tution’s Administrative Committee— 
Doctors John J. Wilmore, Chairman, 
B. H. Crenshaw, and L. N. Duncan. 

“It is Auburn’s token of esteem, 
confidence, and love for the years of 
distinguished service you have ren¬ 
dered,” said the Governor after a 
touching eulogy upon the beauty of 
being remembered by one’s friends 
and co-workers. 

“As Governor of the State of Ala¬ 
bama and chairman of the Board of 
Trustees of this great institution, it 
is my pleasure and privilege and my 
honor to confer upon each of you 
the honorary degree, Doctor of 
Laws”, he said in the formal presen¬ 
tation. 

The Governor commended the work 
of the members in “piloting the in¬ 
stitution through these stressful 
times” and added that the college 
will “go on and on”. “Each of you 
has made a wonderful record and 
the Board of Trustees wishes to rec¬ 
ognize and show their appreciation 


for this service through the confer¬ 
ring of these degrees.” 

Since the resignation of Dr. Brad¬ 
ford Knapp in August, 1932, the Ala¬ 
bama Polytechnic Institute has been 
directed by the cooperative talents 
of these three veteran members of 
the Auburn faculty. Their combined 
experience in educational work rep¬ 
resents 108 years of active service 
to the institution. Dr. Wilmore came 
to Auburn in 1881, Dr. Crenshaw in 
1891, and Dr. Duncan in 1905. 

Each of them, in the divisions of 
the college which they have directed, 
has played a major role in the growth 
and development of the Alabama 
Polytechnic Institute. Dr. Wilmore 
is dean of the school of engineering, 
Dr. Crenshaw is head of the mathe¬ 
matics department, and Dr. Duncan is 
director of the extension service. 

Since coming to Auburn in 1891, 
Dr. Wilmore has been a dynamic 
force in the expansion of the Auburn 
school of engineering which has pre¬ 
pared thousands of graduates to take 
their places in the industrial develop¬ 
ment of the State. An oil portrait of 
Dr. Wilmore hangs in Ramsay Hall, 
as a token of appreciation paid him 
by students three years ago. 

Dr. Crenshaw is recognized as one 
of the outstanding mathematicians in 


the country, having written outright 
or been the co-author of a number 
of mathematics textbooks now in use 
in higher institutions of learning. He 
is a native of Alabama and received 
both his B.S. and M.E. degrees at the 
Alabama Polytechnic Institute. 

As head of the extension service, 
Dr. Duncan has developed this col¬ 
lege division into one that ranks at 
the top of similar services in other 
states. Through his efforts, the ag¬ 
ricultural industry in Alabama has 
made gigantic strides and the condi¬ 
tions of rural living have been great¬ 
ly improved. 

Fellow co-workers on the Auburn 
faculty joined Auburn townspeople 
Thursday in offering congratulations 
to the Committee Members upon the 
honor which came to them as a re¬ 
sult of recent action of the Board of 
Trustees. 


<{ 1928 }£<* 

Dr. Riley Hill, dentist in Andalusia, 
was accidentally killed while hunting 
on December 2. Following his grad¬ 
uation from Auburn in science and 
literature, he completed the require¬ 
ments for the D.D. degree and was 
practicing dentistry at the time of 
his death. Dr. Hill was a member of 
the Sigma Nu fraternity. 














An Eminent New York Alumnus 


O NE of Auburn’s most distinguish¬ 
ed and successful alumni now 
living in New York City is William 
S. (Shapard) Dowdell, president of 
the New York Cotton Exchange. 

Frequently his statements are giv¬ 
en wide circulation in the press and 
one of the most recent of these creat¬ 
ed hope and confidence throughout 
the South. It explained why the cot¬ 
ton situation is improving; and as 
cotton improves the South is bene¬ 
fited. 

Mr. Dowdell is an Alabamian, a 
product of Auburn and Montgomery. 
As a student at the Alabama Poly¬ 
technic Institute in the early years 
of this century he received the kind 
of training needed by a young man 
of his endowments and his determ¬ 
ination to climb to a position cf in¬ 
fluence, prestige, and power among 
men of affairs in this nation. 

Born in Auburn, the oldest son cf 
Mr. and Mrs. W. L. Dowdell, he 
traveled the usual course through the 
public schools and high school until 
he entered college. After leaving 
Auburn he became connected with 
Weil Brothers, a big cotton concern 
known favorably throughout the na¬ 
tion. He advanced from the lowest 
position to the next above until he 
was sent to New York to be manager 
of the New York office of this com¬ 
pany in which he handled both spot 
and future business. 

It was in this position that he ad¬ 
vanced to the presidency of the New 
York Cotton Exchange where he is 
now serving his second term. Says 
the Cotton Dispatch: “Smiling, con¬ 
genial, slightly heavy-set, William S. 
Dowdell is considered one of the most 
astute ring traders in the New York 
Market.” 

The family of which Mr. Dowdell 
is a member is widely known in east 
Alabama. They have many connec¬ 
tions. The late Dr. B. B. Ross, dean 
of chemistry at Auburn and state 
chemist, was an uncle by marriage; 
and there are many others. He mar¬ 
ried the former Miss Annie Solomon, 
of Montgomery, and they now have 
two daughters, Mary, 16, and Anne, 10. 

In his statement Mr. Dowdell gave 
a ray of new hope concerning cot¬ 
ton declaring that “supply and de¬ 
mand of American cotton are being 
restored to balance.” He also re¬ 
ported that consumption of American 
cotton has climbed back near pre-de¬ 
pression levels, consumption now run¬ 


ning considerably ahead of the last 
season. (Statement released Decem¬ 
ber, 1933). 

Another reason for optimism nam¬ 
ed by Mr. Dowdell was the restora¬ 
tion of confidence with the inaugura¬ 
tion of President Roosevelt on March 
4. “Among other reasons,” he con¬ 
tinued, “are the success of the De¬ 
partment of Agriculture in reducing 
cotton acreage this year, together 
with practical assurance of further 
acreage reduction this coming spring, 
and the solution of the critical bank¬ 
ing problem. The Government has 
rendered further aid on the consump¬ 
tion side of the balance sheet by 
contributing approximately 85,000 
bales of cotton through the Red 
Cross for unemployment relief, this 
cotton having been made into cloth¬ 
ing for those unable to purchase it 
and having thereby gone into con¬ 
suming channels which it would not 
have otherwise reached. 

“An encouraging factor in the do¬ 
mestic situation is the rapid running 
down of supplies of cotton in this 
country by domestic consumption 
and exports. Despite a substantial 
increase in foreign crops, exports of 
American cotton during the first four 
months of this season, that is, from 
August 1 to November 30, were larg¬ 
er than in any corresponding period 
since 1928, totaling 3,324,000 bales 
against 3,109,000 last year, and on¬ 
ly 2,846,000 two years ago. Domes¬ 
tic consumption was larger in the 
first four months of this season than 
in any like period since 1929. From 
August 1 to November 30 domestic 
mills used 2,067,000 bales as against 
1,902,000 last year, and only 1,776,- 
000 two years ago. The combined 
consumption and export movement 
aggregated 5,391,000 bales from 
August 1 to November 30 this year, 
as against 5,011,000 last year, and 
only 4,622,000 two years ago.” 

These facts are encouraging from 
any man of authority but they are 
especially encouraging to the people 
of Alabama because they are from 
a son of Alabama who has attained 
to national fame and influence in 
cotton trade circles. 


<{ 1898 }> 

J. L. Wood, Sr., graduate of the 
class of 1898 and now assistant gen¬ 
eral manager of the American Car 
and Foundry Co., of New York City, 
was in Auburn on March 16 and 17 


THE AUBURN ALUMNUS 

FOUNDING OF AUBURN 

RECORDED ON BOULDER 

Unveiling of a bronze tablet com¬ 
memorating the founding of the 
Town of Auburn in 1836 by the Of¬ 
ficers Club of the Alabama Society, 
Daughters of the American Revolu¬ 
tion, was cne of the features in the 
organization’s annual state conven¬ 
tion here on March 13, 14, and 15. 

Mrs. Val Taylor, of Uniontown, 
Officers’ Club president, and newly 
elected State regent, presided at the 
ceremonies on the afternoon of 
March 14 held at the intersection of 
Magnolia Avenue and College Street 
where the permanent boulder and 
tablet were placed. Mrs. Zebulon 
Judd, retiring state regent, presented 
Dr. George Petrie, head professor of 
history and graduate school dean, 
who made the principal address. 


C. J. YOUNG DIED FEB. 28 

AFTER BRIEF SICKNESS 

C. J. Young, 56, one of Auburn’s 
most prominent citizens, died sud¬ 
denly at his home here on February 
28. 

Death resulted from heart failure 
following an attack of influenza. 

The body was sent by train to 
Forest City, N. C., Mr. Young’s old 
home, where funeral services were 
held on March 2. Mrs. Young and 
his two daughters, Mrs. L. L. John¬ 
son and Mrs. Leslie Woodall, and 
Mrs. Alma Whatley accompanied the 
body to Forest City for the funeral. 

For the last 15 years Mr. Young 
has owned and operated the Ideal 
Laundry at Auburn, moving here 
from Hurtsboro. He was a Mason 
and member of the Rotary Club and 
Baptist Church. Mr. Young had a 
host of friends here and was active 
in all progressive moves undertaken 
by the town of Auburn. 

In addition to his widow the form¬ 
er Claudie Fortune, and two daugh¬ 
ters, he is survived by one son, G. E. 
Young, all of Auburn. 


to visit his son, L. P. Wood, a junior 
in electrical engineering. 

Mr. Wood was en route to his home 
in Atlantic Highlands, N. J., from 
Jacksonville, Florida, where he had 
been to serve as expert witness in 
a railway litigation. While here Mr. 
Wood said that another of his sons 
was planning to enter Auburn next 
fall. 
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Bullard Scores Peace Parleys 



GENERAL BULLARD 


S PEAKING on February 28 to stu¬ 
dents and faculty of his alma 
mater—the Alabama Polytechnic In¬ 
stitute^—General Robert Lee Bullard, 
hero of three wars and retired Unit¬ 
ed States army officer, proposed 
fewer peace conferences which he 
likened unto poker games. 

He declared that peace conferences 
and agreements antedate by five 
hundred years the birth of Christ but 
that they have failed. “Then came,” 
he said, “Christianity which was ex¬ 
pected to bring peace among nations 
but it often has failed to do so.” 

He advocated adequate prepared¬ 
ness as a war-time preventative and a 
keeper of peace. As examples, he 
said that during the World War Sec¬ 
retary Newton D. Baker avoided war 
with Mexico by stationing a large 
army on the Mexican border; and 
that President Theodore Roosevelt 
eliminated threatening war clouds by 
sending the American navy on a 
peace tour around the world. 

General Bullard advocated ade¬ 
quate higher education as essential 
to preparedness and for efficiency 
in war. He praised military train¬ 
ing at land grant colleges, declaring 
that these colleges have made major 
contributions to the preservation of 
peace as well as victory when wars 
were unavoidable. Men without 


higher education seldom advance in 
rank above captain, he explained. 

Pacifists and those who would de¬ 
molish the government for the ex¬ 
perience of trying to rebuild it were 
likened unto a few noisy frogs in a 
big pond. He warned students against 
them. 

General Bullard was dressed in his 
army uniform with the epaulets of 
lieutenant-general on his shoulders. 
He has been decorated fourteen times 
for heroism and bravery by five na¬ 
tions on three continents, these five 
being the United States^ France, Bel¬ 
gium, Italy, and Brazil. He fought in 
the Spanish-American war, the Philip¬ 
pines, in Mexico, and the World War, 
being retired nine years ago with the 
rank of lieutenant-general. He com¬ 
manded the second United States 
army in France during the World 
War. 

In presenting General Bullard, Dr. 
John J. Wilmore referred to him as 
a man “whose name and deeds have 
been written large cn the pages of 
world history. Yet he is one of our 
own folk. The home in which he 
was born stands not more than 20 
miles from this spot, and for half a 
century members of different 
branches of his family have been 
connected with Auburn as students 
or teachers. 

“After attending this institution 
he received an appointment to the U. 
S. Military Academy where he made 
a distinguished record. By ability 
and industry he made rapid progress 
in his profession and has had many 
important assignments during his 
career. He has seen service in many 
parts of this country, in the Philip¬ 
pines, in Mexico, as Governor of 
Cuba, and last during the World 
War in France he was second in com¬ 
mand of our troops. 

“The first attack under his com¬ 
mand turned the tide of the World 
War, and the German retreat result¬ 
ing from this attack was never stayed 
till the final admistice was signed. 

“He is a soldier of world-wide re¬ 
nown, a national figure in public ser¬ 
vice, an Alabamian of whom we are 
very proud, and our most distinguish¬ 
ed alumnus.” 

As he arrived on the campus the 
Lieutenant General’s salute was fir¬ 
ed. Immediately thereafter he ap¬ 
peared on the reviewing stand, ac¬ 
companied by the Auburn administra¬ 
tive committee, Dr. John J. Wilmore, 
Dr. B. H. Crenshaw, and Dr. L. N. 


FIRST COLLEGE AT AUBURN 

OPENED OCTOBER 1, 1859 

The Alabama Polytechnic Institute 
dates back to the East Alabama Male 
College, a Methodist school located 
at Auburn in 1857 and formally 
opened on October 1, 1859. On Oc¬ 
tober 31, 1868, the Legislature of 
Alabama accepted an act of Congress 
dated June 2, 1862, known as the 
Morrill Act, which had for its objec¬ 
tive a land grant college in each 
state. On February 26, 1872, the 
Alabama legislature accepted an of¬ 
fer of the Alabama Conference of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, to donate to the State build¬ 
ings, equipment, and goodwill of the 
East Alabama Male College, making 
of it the Alabama Agricultural and 
Mechanical College at Auburn, the 
land grant college for Alabama. 

By another act of the Alabama 
Legislature, approved January 27, 
1899, the name of the college was 
changed to The Alabama Polytechnic 
Institute. Justification of this change 
was stated in the act: 

“The college has developed as 
originally designed into an institu¬ 
tion where are taught not only the 
branches that relate to Agriculture 
and the Mechanic Arts, but also the 
science and arts in general that are 
related to the industrial development 
of modern civilization.” 

Thus the State recognized many 
years ago the importance of the in¬ 
stitution’s services both to industry 
and to agriculture. 


4 1922 }> 

L. L. Childree, of Midland City, has 
been employed by the Alabama map¬ 
ping project of the U. S. Coast and 
Geodetic Survey, headed by Prof. 
John A. C. Callan, state administra¬ 
tor. He began work on January 3. 

Duncan, along with Major G. H. 
Franke, commandant of the Auburn 
Cadets, C. W. Ashcraft, Montgom¬ 
ery, member of the Board of Trus¬ 
tees, and Col. Millard Westcott, also 
of Montgomery. 

From the moment of his arrival 
General Bullard was the center of 
attraction during his stay in Auburn. 

Following the review on Bullard 
Field students and faculty assembled 
in Langdon Hall which was in use 
when General Bullard was a student 
in Auburn in 1881-82. Here he 
spoke to an enthusiastic audience 
basing his talk upon his rich experi¬ 
ence, his keen observations, and his 
enthusiastic loyalty to the United 
States. 
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College and Town Saddened 

At Death of Professor Killebrew 


A SHADOW of sadness fell over the 
college and town of Auburn 
when it was learned that Prof. C. D. 
Killebrew, of the mathematics de¬ 
partment, died on March 2. 

His death was a severe shock to 
townspeople, college faculty and stu¬ 
dents who had seen him on the 
streets only two days before. A mild 
attack of influenza of some ten days 
duration proved fatal when compli¬ 
cations developed caused by diabetes. 

The funeral was held Sunday af¬ 
ternoon, March 4, from the home at 
2:00 o’clock with the Rev. R. B. Mc- 
Gehee officiating. Interment fol¬ 
lowed at the Auburn cemetery. 

Born in Newton, Alabama, in 1883, 
Professor Killebrew attended college 
at Auburn, receiving the B.S. degree 
in 1906 and the M.S. degree the fol¬ 
lowing year. From 1907 to 1910 he 
assisted in the physics department 
here and was appointed assistant pro¬ 
fessor of physics at the University 
of Kentucky in 1912 where he was 
elevated to the rank of associate 
professor in 1914. He continued in 
this capacity at the University of 
Kentucky until 1920 when he came 
to the Alabama Polytechnic Institute 
as professor of mathematics and has 
taught here since that time. 

After graduating at Auburn, Pro¬ 
fessor Killebrew did advanced study 
in mathematics at the Universities of 
Michigan and Wisconsin and at Co¬ 
lumbia University. 

As co-author with Dr. B. H. Cren¬ 
shaw, head professor of mathematics 
at Auburn, Professor Killebrew wrote 
two textbooks on higher mathematics 
which have been widely used through¬ 
out the country. He was a member 
of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science and the 
Mathematics Association of America. 
He was honored on numerous oc¬ 
casions by election to prominent of¬ 
fices in organizations of mathematics. 

In 1921 he married Miss Mary 
Feminear, of Auburn, who for several 
years had served with the Alabama 
Extension Service as county home 
demonstration agent and held the po¬ 
sition of state home demonstration 
agent at the time of her marriage. 

“The death of Professor Killebrew 
is an immeasureable loss to the Ala¬ 
bama Polytechnic Institute, to the 
department of mathematics, and to 
the Town of Auburn,” said Dr. B. H. 
Crenshaw, College administrative 


committee member and head of the 
mathematics department. “The mem¬ 
ory of his sterling character, the high 
quality of his scholarship, and his 
great teaching ability will remain 
with all of us,” he added. 

Surviving are his widow; young 
son, Cincinnatus Decatur; and one 
sister, Mrs. L. L. Mullins, of New¬ 
ton. 

Pallbearers were Prof. C. R. Hix- 
on, Prof. T. P. Atkinson, Dr. Ralph 
D. Doner, Prof. Jude Robinson, Prof. 
M. L. Nichols, and Prof. T. W. Spar¬ 
row. Honorary pallbearers included 
Dr. J. J. Wilmore, Dr. George Petrie, 
Dr. L. N. Duncan, Dr. John W. Scott, 
Dr. B. H. Crenshaw, and Dr. C. S. 
Yarbrough. 


IN MEMORIAM 

v___ J 

J. P. MAJOR 

J. P. ‘Rip’ Major, 44, former Au¬ 
burn football star, who gained promi¬ 
nence both as a coach and an official, 
died in a hospital in Albany, Ga., on 
January 21, from an unusual ailment 
in which the white corpuscles dis¬ 
appeared from the blood. 

A native of Anderson, S. C., Major 
moved to Albany in 1933 from Jack¬ 
sonville, Fla., as district manager of 
an oil company. He was taken to the 
hospital, suffering from what was 
diagnosed as agranu cytosis. He died 
at 9:15 o’clock January 21. 

He played football at Auburn in 
1911, 1912, and 1913, serving as cap¬ 
tain of the team in the last year. He 
was voted the most popular student 
at the school in 1912 and 1913. He 
was coach for approximately six years 
at Wofford College in Spartanburg, 
S. C. 

As a football official, he was wide¬ 
ly known in the South and two years 
ago retired as president of the South¬ 
ern Football Officials Association. 
He served as a first lieutenant of 
cavalry during the World War. 

Interment was made at Anderson, 
S. C. Surviving are his widow, the 
former Miss Serena McCauley, of 
Savannah; Mrs. Palmer, and the fol¬ 
lowing brothers and sisters: Miss 
Frances Major, of Anderson; Miss 
Emma Major, of Clemson, S. C.; J. 
E. Major, of Selma, Ala.; S. M. Ma¬ 
jor, of Anderson, and C. S. Major, of 
Anderson. 


EDGAR GACHET ALLISON 

Edgar Gachet Allison, 55, died at 
the Mount Alto Veterans’ Hospital 
in Washington on November 28 af¬ 
ter a long illness. He was a native 
of Auburn and was a veteran of the 
Spanish-American War. 

He was the youngest child of Capt. 
A. A. Allison (deceased) who with 
his family lived in Auburn for many 
years. His brother Gilmer Allison 
graduated from the Alabama Poly¬ 
technic Institute in 1886. 

Surviving are his widow and two 
daughters, Miss Martha Temple Al¬ 
lison and Mrs. Thomas Ward Sandoz, 
both of Washington. Interment was 
made Friday in Arlington National 
Cemetery. 

For 12 years Mr. Allison had been 
in the lumber business in Washing¬ 
ton as the representative of a num¬ 
ber of Southern lumber concerns. 


A. H. BUCHANAN 

A. H. Buchanan, TO, former hard¬ 
ware merchant in Auburn, commit¬ 
ted suicide on December 24 at his 
home in Montgomery. Despondency 
over ill health was said by relatives 
to have probably caused this act. 

He is survived by his widow, two 
brothers and a sister. Mrs. Buchan¬ 
an is the sister of Homer, J. W. and 
G. H. Wright, of Auburn, and Crow 
Wright, of Ardmore, Okla. 

Mr. Buchanan for several years 
was connected with the Capital Cloth¬ 
ing Store in Montgomery where he 
had many friends among Auburn 
alumni. 


OLDEST AUBURN ALUMNUS 

DIES AT TAYLORVILLE 

Levin Vinson Rosser, believed to 
be the oldest “old grad” of Auburn, 
died last July 29, at the home of 
his niece, Mrs. Marvin Shirley, at 
Taylorville. Mr. Rosser was 82 years 
old and was a member of the first 
graduation class at Alabama Poly¬ 
technic Institute in the agricultural 
and mechanical college there. This 
class received diplomas in 1872. 

A native of the Big Sandy sec¬ 
tion in Tuscaloosa County, Mr. Ros¬ 
ser was born July 21, 1851, to Mr. 
and Mrs. Benjamin Rosser, children 
of earlier settlers. Benjamin Rosser, 
Sr., located in this county in 1820 
shortly after its settlement. 

Mr. Rosser spent his childhood at 
Big Sandy, attended Pelham Insti¬ 
tute here, then went to Auburn, 
where he received his A.B. degree 
in 1872. 



cA oAflessage to ( Afigh School Seniors 

Auburn congratulates you on your approaching graduation from 
high school and extends to you a cordial invitation to attend the Ala¬ 
bama Polytechnic Institute. The Summer Session opens on June 4, 
and the next Regular Session on September 4-5. 

This institution offers to you excellent higher education in agri¬ 
culture, engineering, chemistry, architecture, allied arts, business ad¬ 
ministration, home economics, teacher training, pharmacy, veterinary 
medicine, military science and tactics, pre-law and pre-medicine. These 
include such fundamental subjects as mathematics, English, chemistry, 
modern languages, history, economics, physics, and many other subjects 
which are essentials to a comprehensive higher education for present 
and future needs. 

Necessary expenses at Auburn are very low. They vary from $350 
to $450 per session. It is improbable that you can find any other insti¬ 
tution of equal rank where necessary expenses are this low. Many are 
much higher. 

And the value of a college education as offered at Auburn has 
never been greater than at present. Such an education, we are sure, 
will pay in the future greater dividends in cash and richer living than 
it has ever paid in the past. 

Auburn is backed by sixty-two years of excellent traditions, high 
ideals, and splendid achievements as reflected by outstanding alumni. 

We realize that inadequate finances are a great handicap to col-' 
lege attendance, but we urge you to overcome this. Any reasonable 
sacrifice for an education at Auburn is warranted by the results. We 
regret that our loan funds are exhausted and all our student jobs are 
taken. 

Auburn invites you and challenges you to come here and prepare 
yourself for the future. If you are interested in coming to Auburn, 
we will gladly send a catalog and other information upon request. 

Earnestly yours, 

P. O. DAVIS, Registrar, 
Alabama Polytechnic Institute, 
Auburn, Alabama. 
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